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Book I.     Arsenic increases the fusibility of palladium, and ren-
Division I.           .               ,,-,*,

ders it extremely brittle'*. '

SECT. VI.

OF    RHODIUM.

JL HIS metal has been discovered in crude platina by
Dr Wollaston, still more recently than the last. The
knowledge* of it has enabled him to account for the
anomalous appearances which perplexed his experiments
on palladium.

I. It may be procured from crude platina by the
following method of Wollaston:

The platina was freed from mercury by exposure to
a red heat, and from gold and other impurities by di-
gestion in a small quantity of dilute nitro-muriatic acid.
It was then treated with dilute nitro-muriatic acid in
a moderate sand heat, till the acid was saturated, and
the whole was dissolved, except a shining black powder,
from which the solution was separated. A solution of
sal ammoniac in hot water was poured into this solu-
tion, in order to separate the platinum; the greatest part

* Sec Chenevix*8 Enquiries concerning the Nature of a Metallic Substance
called ~Palladium> Phil. Trans. 1803; and Wollaston's Paper on a New
Metal found in Crude Platina, Ibid. 1804.; and on the Discovery of Palla~
dium, Hid. 1805. From these all the facts contained in this Section have
extracted,